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Prosecutors scramble for evidence in murder case

Alleged gunman can't be forced to testify against Linderman By Ted M cDonough - Daily News Staff Writer, M oscow, |daho
Sept. 12, 2002
Latah County prosecutors don't have evidence to sustain amurder charge againgt Jesse Linderman, and on Wednesday a judge denied a prosecutor’ s request for more time to prove the case.

Linderman, 21, or Moscow, was arrested Aug. 29 for dlegedly plotting the Dec.11 shooting death of his fiancée Tonya Lynn Hart. A second murder defendant, David Meigter, dlegedly confessed to the shooting telling investigators Linderman hired him to kill the 21 year old Hart.
The problem is Meigter can't be forced to give testimony that could hurt his own chances at trial. Without Meister’ s testimony, prosecutors said they don't have enough evidence to convince ajudge murder charges are warranted against Linderman.

In Idaho, prosecutors have 14 days after an arrest to convince a judge they have some evidence against a murder defendant. A defendant can't be kept in jail if a prdiminary hearing isn't held within the time limit.

Linderman’s preliminary hearing was scheduled for today. On Wednesday, Latah County Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Robin Eckmann asked 2nd Didtrict Court Judge Bill Hamlett for extratime.

Hamlett denied the request, saying the two-week time limit was particularly important in cases such as Linderman’ s where defendants are held in jail without bond.

“Mr. Meister may never testify in your case,” Hamlett told Eckmann.
The judge gave prosecutors until Friday, the last day of the 14-day time limit but opened the door for an effective extension of the time limit.

Hamlett said if prosecutors dropped charges againgt Linderman and immediately filed new charges, a preliminary hearing could be scheduled before Sept. 27. That would keep Linderman in jail and give prosecutors two additiona weeks to try to work aded for Meister’ s cooperation.
Latah County Prosecutor Bill Thompson said talks are ongoing with the attorneys for both men accused of Hart’s murder. He would not provide details of those conversations, but said prosecutors needed Meister’ s testimony.

“We want to hold everybody accountable for what they have done,” Thompson said. “We wouldn’t be able to meet out burden of proof on Mr. Linderman if Mr. Mester is unable to testify.”

With Linderman, Meider is charged with first-degree murder, a capital offense. The death pendty theoreticaly could be taken off the table for Meister in exchange for his testimony againgt Linderman.

http://www2.state.id.us/crimevictim/news/news.cfm?category=7& chapter=67& article=405
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January
Judge orderstrid for Nampaman in murder of wife
Nampa police shed light on domestic violence
Domestic violence program in jeopardy
Handling Domestic Violence with law
Pocatello inmate sentenced for murder plot
|.F. resdent accused of breaking woman's hip
Cdifornian charged with kidnapping
Kuna man charged with attempted strangling
Hailey resident compiles celebrity cookbook as fund-raiser
'Rose Bowls to benefit area ROSE Advocates
February
Project DOVE continues to serve area violence victims
Consarvative senators sidetrack domestic-violence hill
Senate panel OKs abuse hill
Women's shelter dated to expand
Task force members learn about violence response team
Brother and sigter arrested for mother's death
Advocates seek mentors for new kids program
Attempted murder suspect sentenced
March
Kempthorne signs 'Noah's Law' bill - March 29, 2002
Governor signs 'Noah's Law' legidation - March 28, 2002

Franklin County has new agency to fight domestic violence - March 27, 2002

Domedtic violence bill signed - March 27, 2002
Officads Man hit victim in murder - March 12, 2002
Panic darms atool to prevent domestic violence deaths - March 22, 2002
Suspect described violent rage - March 20, 2002
Killer won't get lighter sentence - March 19, 2002
Man charged with attempted murder - March 12, 2002
Suspect arrested after dtercation - March 12, 2002
Sheriff: Ex-husband confesses - March 11, 2002
Law enforcement struggles to end abuse
Locd man charged in murder
Domedtic Violence Tak
Ruling on Housing Law aBlow to Battered Women
April
Conference about victims rights set
May
Nampa man, 26, faces June 3 tria in wife's death - May, 25 2002
Lack of funds forces criss center to cut counsdling services - May 8, 2002
Man admits attempting to stab estranged wife - May 10, 2002
PF man faces prison for attack on wife
Blackfoot woman sentenced for dispute with ex-hushand
June
New laws address terrorism, domestic violence protection
Hospitd gaff attends in-service on dometic violence
HUD house to be shelter for women and children
Man charged with attempt to set his girlfriend on fire
Police say man, 78, iskilled by ex’s niece
New Program puts domestic violence cases under one judge
Picture This. Fabulous 50's Fundrai ser!
Class God to thwart domestic violence
July
Nampa man pleads quilty to killing his wife
Robert Biggs gets 32 to Life for Domedtic Violence Homicide
Bulletsfly in centrd Boise neighborhood
Quilter offers victims some security
August
Man pleads innocent in rape case
Family violence impacts whole communities
Sheriff identifies burned bodies, suspect
Man arraigned on murder charge
|.F. Man accused of stabbing brother nine times
Fugitive' s son arrested for harboring
Center earns award from state agency
Ex-husband sought in shooting a RV park
Plea bargin ded in domestic rape case
FHancee charged in killing
Arrests made in Maoscow homicide
Cottonwood man faces charges
Convicted child molester receives 15 yearsto life
Cadwell man shot near park in North Nampa
Sheriff dleges murder for hire
Stoddard getslife
Boise man shot in front of home
Hughes agrees to delay his preliminary hearing
September
Parkhurgt given prison time for sexua abuse
Rexburg man arrested for domestic battery
Boise man pleads innocent to rape
Fugitive shoots himsdf in Bonners Ferry
Sexud abuse report under investigation
Paynes tearful victimstell of 'devadtation’ his acts caused
Police rlease sketches of suspects
Man sought in Nampa shooting
Murder charges dropped in wife's death
Baby's father blames court
Killer appedsfor earlier parole
Boisean to enter pleain daying
Woman pleads innocent to daying
Police look for Boise, Nampa gunmen
Pleabargain deal st in rape case
Schuster sentenced on rape charges
Boundary County man convicted for sex crimes
Donndly man pleads quilty to rape of juvenile girls
Stockdae released on own recogni zance
Y oung Jerome girl nearly abducted on Saturday
Stabbed, shot, |eft for dead
Murder suspects surface
Sandpoint mother admigts killing child in shelter
Man accused of Boise rape will be arraigned today
NICI employee charged with sexual battery
Shooting victim in fair condition
Police continue probe of nightclub attack
Battery victim dies
Boundary couple pleads guilty to sexud crimes
Man clams city violaied hisrights
Eagtern 1daho man found guilty of domedtic violence, staking
Suspect's friends testify for prosecution
Child molegter gets prison for abusing two young girls
Man found dead after Tuesday Post Falls shooting
Man faces prison time for atack on woman in Idaho Fals
SWAT team captures fugitive wanted for stabbing, shooting
Former deputy pleads not guilty at arraignment
Ul student says man tried to rape her
Horseshoe Bend mayor's arraignment postponed
In their hearts, heisthere every day
Denta records indicate Wil Hendrick's death
Barjas charged with attempted murder, aggravated assault
Boy, 7, may face battery charges
One of Blackfoot's "most wanted" appears in court
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